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* 0⁰⁴ hath not given us a Spirit of 


Fear ; but of Cos and of Love, and 
Fo a fund Mind. 


ö * paul ſeems to have wrote boch a 
“letters to Timothy ſome Time after his | 
Impriſonment at Rome, towards the lat- 
ter End of his Life, and upon his Re- , 
turn to viſit the Churches he had plant- | 

| 


EE ed in the Faſt. In his former Epiſtles, 
hs main > I. he oppos'd, was, the Errors of the 
 Fewiſh Converts to Chtianiry ty, Who ſtill held it ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve Circumciſion, and the reſt of the | 
Moſaical Ceremonies. In theſe two to Timothy, he =» 
ſets himſelf to oppoſe thoſe Fables, and endleſs Gene 


logies, 1 


F N p - ” 28 a . — — — 
: 3 . 2 — 2 DEE 3 GE 
* - 4 8 — 2 . * . k 2 
—— n . RT f 1 ny R 1+} t 2 = 
Cc 3 . OT 28 = a <4 
- Loot 2 8 5 £ 


"T1, 


logies, and that pretended Science that had crept into 
the Church, ind, ＋ 
mitted unto Timothy the like Charge, to War that good 
Warfare; which Circumſtances determine the Time of 
| writing theſe Letters, to the latter Part of the Apoſtle's 
Life, when theſe Errors and Corruptions began to in- 
feſt and trouble the ˙we EEE 
And as St. Paul points out the main Enemies i- 
105 mot hy Was to deal with, ſo he lays down Rules for 
his Conduct and Behaviour in the great Office com- 
mitted to him. He puts him in Remembrance to ſtir 
up the Gift of God, which was in him by the putting on 
of his Hands, 2 Tim. i. 6. He was to be ſtrong in the 
Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. and 
through the Labours of his evangelical Miniſtry with 
Courage and Reſolution. He was to hold faſt the 
Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. 1. 13. To keep that 
good Thing which was committed to him, ibid. 14. He 
was to ſhun prophane and vain Bablings, 2 Tim. ii. 16. 
Fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, ibid. 23. As the Ser- 
| vant of the Lord he was not to ſtrive, but to be gentle 
unto all Men, apt to teach, Patient, in Meekneſs inſtru- 
ding thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, ibid. 24, 25. 
This was certainly a great and difficult Truſt, and 
requir'd ſome particular Talents in thoſe who were en- 
gag d in it, to diſcharge it ſo well, as to approve them- 
ſelves able Workmen, that need not to be aſham'd, 2 Tim. 
ii. 15. Now St. Paul in the Text informs Timothy, 
and in him, all ſuch as ſhould ſucceed him in he | 
e ig ns huge 


corrupted Chriſtianity; and com- 
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(3) : 

Charge committed to him, both what theſe Talents 

were, and from what Hand he was to look for them; 

1 that they proceeded from the Author and Giver of 

1 all good Things, who, he tells him, had given thoſe, 

f who were call'd to the Office of miniſtring in his 

1 Church, not a Spirit of Fear; but of Power, and of 

| Low, gg af MM 

In the following Diſcourſe I ſhall beg Leave to 

treat of each of theſe in their Order. And to begin 
With the firſt, 3 
Our Apoſtle, who bore in his Body the Marks f 
the Lord eſus, who | in the Courſe of his Miniſtry | 

| had gone through a various Scene of Troubles and 

* Aſffflictions, and had now well nigh finiſhed his Chri- 
1 ſtian Warfare, was thoroughly convincd from his 

oy n Experience, how ill a Counſellor Fear would be 

do thoſe who ſucceeded him in the ſame Work, and 

were to compleat the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. 

It was as yet very weak and tender, and ſo far from 

1 being countenanced by Human Powers, that They were 

bent upon its Deſtruction. The Profeſſors. of it 

were ill receiv d amongſt Mankind, and frequently 

call'd to bear Witneſs of it's Truth under ſevere cor- 
poral Pains, in Bonds and Impriſonments. This 
was then the Situation of the Church of Chriſt, and 
in ſuch difficult Times, Courage and Reſolution were 
Qualities abſolutely neceſſary to thoſe. who were in- 
truſted with the Government of it, who were to ſtand 

| foremoſt, and bear the firſt Shock of all Oppoſitions: 


Ts Nothing 


e 


them in Remembrance, that Go 
dates his Gifts to the various Circumſtances of his 
Creatures, had not given them a Spirit of Fear. 


(4) 


* 


Nothing therefore could be more OD than to put 


I, who accommo- 


But St. Paul was too well experienc'd in the Nature 


of Things, not to foreſee that when the Dangers of 
Perſecution ſhould be, in good Meaſure, overpaſs'd, 
and the Chriſtian Religion come to be more kindly 
and more generally receiv'd, yet that even Then there 
would ariſe Strifes and Contentions in the Church f 
Clhbriſt itſelf}, and vehement O ppoſition of Opinions 
about the ſeveral Parts of his Religion, even among 


* 


thoſe who embrac'd it: That the natural Warmth of 
| Men's Tempers, heated andinflam'dby Difpures, would 
run away with their Underſtandings, and carry them 

about with everyWind of Doctrine; 25 it would there- 
fore be the Duty of Church-Governors, to ſtand faſt 
in the Truth themſelves, and to hinder its being ſa- 
crific d to the Peeviſhneſs and Paſſions of Mankind; 


and that this would require in all times a firm and 


ſteady Conduct, utterly inconſiſtent with a Spirit of 

Fear, which weakens and diſtracts the Mind; which robs 

Men of their Underſtanding, and 1 their Judy = 
e whom it poſſeſ- 


ment of Things. It diſpoles tho 


ſes, to think every thing right that appears ſafe; and 
ſuggeſts a thouſand falſe Reaſons, to niake them think 
every thing wrong, that appears difficult or hazardous, 
It makes Men fancy they ſee Danger, where it is nor; 
and too apt to depart from their Duty, whenever it 
e 3 
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| leads them Where it really is. This Spirit therefore in 
the ſudgment of St. Paul was to be driven out, as un- 
hr 5 


or thoſe who were to fill the Stations of Govern- 


ment in the Church, who were to endure Hardneſs, as 
good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 3. They were 
to exert the Spirit God had given them, which was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the erecting and preſerving that 
ſpiritual Society or Kingdom, which our Lord came 
to eſtabliſh. And this, St. Paul tells us in the Text, 
 Birft, A Spirit of Power: Whereby may be meant 
a Power to work Miracles, altogether neceſſary to the 
Introduction and Beginnings of Chriſtianity ; which 
Power ceas'd, when 1 Chriſtian Religion no longer 
Wanted its Support; when the Authority of hole wh . 
were ſent to publiſh the Goſpel, was ſufficiently. eſta- 
bliſh'd: And therefore, Tp 4 2 N wun 
derſtand thoſe ordinary Gifts or Endowments that 
are of continual Uſe to the Church, and neceſſary to 
the End and Deſign of it's Inſtitution; without which 
ppiritual Rulers could not govern; nor conſequently 
the Church, which is a ſpiritual Society, ſublit. mn 


Nou theſe are, Firſt, a Power of preaching the Word 


of God, of inſtructing Men in the Nature and Terms 
of the Chriſtian Religion. This Power was a Part of 
the Office of Chriſt himſelf, who was anointed to preach 
 theGoſpel to the Poor, Luke iv. 18. By him it was com- 
mitted to his Apoſtles, whom he ſent to teach all Na- 


tions, Matth. xxviii. 19. To go out into the World, and 


his Spirit we muſt aou un- 


Y | riſe. 


(6) 


125 the G Goſpel 10 every Creature, Mark. xvi. 15. and 
| from them deriv'd to their Succeſlors the Biſhops, who 


in thePerſon of Ti imothy are charg d in the moſt ſolemn 


. to preach the Word, to be inſtant in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon; to reprowe, rebuke, and exhort with 


all 12 ſufferin and Doctrine. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
as 4, th thus lainly given this Power to 


ö bis pole ſo it is indeed that kind of Power, which 
was necellarily to be exerted in the firſt place by thoſe 


who were appointed to publiſh the glad Tidings of 


the Goſpel : For how ſhould Men believe in him, o E 
whom they had not heard; and how ſhould they hear 
without a Preacher? Rom. x. 14. And it will ever 
be a Qualification, requiſite in all ſuch as ſucceed I- 
mut in his holy Office, zo be apt to teach, 1 Tim. 
iii. 2. and able by ſe ſound Dothan bath to lr and 
convince the Gain-ſayers, Tit. i. 2. to bring Men to the 
Knowledge of Jelys Chriſt, and add them to the 
Number of his Flock, the Care and Overſight of 
which is committed to them: And for che ſake of which 
they are endued likewiſe with a Power of Adminiſtra- 
tion and Juriſdiction; 5 wherein 1 is contain = 


4 Power of Admiſſion into the Church, by Bap : 


A Power of laying Hands on a thoſe who are thus | 


admitted. 


A Power of continuing * in this Commu- 


nion and Fellowſhip, by adminiſtring to them, and 


making 


42 


making them Partakers of the bleſſed Sacrament If 


the Lord's Supper. 


Government of the C 


A Power of e for the Order and good 


F urch of Chriſt. 
A Power of executing thoſe Laws. 


- And laftly, a Power of providing fit and proper 


Perſons to ſucceed them in this Truſt. 


Now it appears from plain Facts, that Chriſt ang 
his Apoſtles intruſted theſe Powers with the Biſhop , 
and Paſtors of the Church. To them our Saviour 
gave Command 70 go and teach all Nations, baptizing 
| them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Matth. xxviii. 19. And we have a 
full Account of the Exerciſe of the Power of laying 


4 


85 on of Hands, by St. Peter and St. John, in the eigh 


Chapter of the Affe. Our Bleſſed Saviour alſo, when 
hee inſtituted the Sacrament of his own Body and 


Blood, commanded his Diſciples to continue 70 do 
This in Remembrance of him, Luke xxii. 19. And as 
Chriſtians are commanded 70 do all things decently, 
and in Order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. And to follow after the 


| Things wwhich make for Peace, Rom. xiv. 19. there is 
implied in theſe Precepts, by neceſſary Conſequence, 
(ſince there is no Proviſion: in Scripture for many. ns, 
Caſes that may ariſe) a Power to make ſuch Laws 


as are requiſite. to preſerve this Peace and Order in 


him, gives us himſelf an Inſtance of the Power of 
| OD EEE = 


i. 20. Or as t 
That the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 
Feſus, 1 Cor. v. 5. And laſtly, this Apoſtle orders 
Timothy, 


„ 


executing theſe Laws, by ejecting ſome out of the 

Church, who concerning Faith had made Shipwreck, 

Which is called a delivering over to Satan, with a 

| Deſign ven. might learn not to blaſpheme, 1 Tim. 
e 


ſame Apoſtle ſays in another Place, 


im to commit the Things he had heard of him to 
faithful Men, who ſhould be able to teach others alſo, 


2 Tim. ii. 2. that is, to keep up a ſtanding Miniſtry 
777 N 
Iheſe are clear Evidences from Scripture, that God 
did give theſe Powers to his Church. But beſides, it 
is on all Hands granted, that the Church is a Soci- 
ety: The Scripture in all the Alluſions it makes Uſe 
of to deſcribe it, gives us the ſtricteſt Notion of it 
as ſuch: It repreſents it to us in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
and with the greateſt Variety of Expreſſions, as a 
_ compacted, firmly united, and well governed Body, 
into which all Men, upon due Notice, are obliged to 
enter, and they that refuſe to be Members of it, do 


it at their utmoſt Peril. Ye 


'T Now, unleſs it be endued with proper Powers, 


no Society can be ſuppos d to continue; and how 
then ſhould the Church be without them? It is in- 
| deed a ſpiritual Society, and it's End and Deſign is 


Spiritual. Bur ſtill it is a Congregation, a Body of 
faithful People, diſtinguiſhed by outward and viſible 
Signs or Sacraments, whoſe Light is to ſhine before 


9 
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$ 
. 
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Men, and whoſe Members are to be governed in ſuch 
a manner, as to lead a quiet and peaceable Life here 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, as well as to ſecure a 
future Happineſs and a bleſſed Immortality. 25 

| Upon this Foot therefore from the Nature of 


Things, this Society muſt have a Right in common 


with all other Societies, to ſuch Powers as are neceſ- 
fary to it's own Preſervation. And the Exerciſe of 
theſe Powers muſt be lodg'd ſomewhere; for a pro- 
miſcuous Exerciſe of Power, without Diſtinction of 
Perſons, is the ſame Thing in other Words, as no 
Power at all: It is deſtroying the Thing and all it's 
Uſes together; for there can be no Society wherein 
All are Governors, and No Body will ſubmit to be 
governed. And therefore, in this Society of God's 
own Appointment, it is neceſſary that the Govern- 


ment of it ſhould be appropriated; and it can belon 


to none but thoſe who are called in the Method God 


himſelf hath preſcrib d, to govern and Rule over it. 
And as the ſame Reaſons ſubſiſt for which God at 


firſt gave theſe Powers to his Church, and the Ends 
propos'd by them are to be carried on fo long as the 
Church itfelf ſubſiſts; therefore the Grant of theſe 
Powers is not to be reſtrain'd to any particular Time, 

Fr ceaſe with any particular Perſons, but muſt be al- 
lowed to remain in Force, ſo long as the Reaſons, - 
for which it was firſt granted, remain. 


C 


Deither is it any Objection to the Exerciſe of theſe 
Powers, that God himſelf hath given poſitive Laws 


do 


5 (10) 
to his Church, which the Members of it are bound 
=: to obſerve; becauſe in all general Commands, many 
particular Caſes that may ariſe under them, muſt bee 
| left to the Prudence of thoſe, whom God hath or- 1 

daind for this very Purpoſe, to provide for them. ö 
But beſides, did ever any Lawgiver ſuppoſe that 
Las could work of themſelves, without any Go. 
vernors to apply and manage the Force of them?» | 
even under the Moſatcal Inſtitution, where more mi- 
nute particular Caſes were provided for than in any 
other Code of Laws whatſoever, whilſt God was 
their King, in all Emergencies they applied to him 
for freſh Directions; . when the Theocraey ceas d, 
to thoſe who had the Rule over them. „„ . 
J To deny theſe neceſſary. Powers therefore to te 
Church, is either the waking Dream of ſome E- 
chuliaſt, the vain Speculation: of ſome: fond Schema- 
. tiſt. or the crafty Deſign of the Libertine and Unbe- 
TE _  liever. Lis plainly to reduce it to a Sort of caſual | 
and; voluntary Society; to a Kind of philoſophical 
School, which. Men may come to when they pleaſe, 
i and quit when they are out of Humour, 
= - 'Tis ſomething very ſtrange, that what is ne- ; 
ceeſſary both to the Being and Well-being of the  _ 
| Church, ſhould be declaim'd againſt, as if it were 
| _ deſtructive of both. The beſt Things may indeed _ 
tl be applied ro wrong Purpoſes; but Men are not now . 
d 0oð9 be told that a Thing is not lefs- neceſſary fol- 
being liable to abuſe, nay, that the more — 5 
the 
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the more liable it is to be abuſed. 


15 civil Seen 


ment to be thrown up, becauſe ſo liable to the worſt 
of all Abuſes, arbitrary Power? Or are Men to be 


diveſted of their civil _ and Properties, beeauſe 


And as God is the Fountain of all juſt and law- 


fal Power, his great Example ſhould be followed in 
the Exerciſe of it, and it ſhould always be applied in 


every Inſtance to promote the Good of Mankind. 
But, if any Powers, thoſe more eſpecially which 


” God hath given his Church, ſhould be guided! in the 
Application of them by a Spirit of Love. Theſe, 
above all others, never 3 to be made che Inſtru- 
ments of gratifying any private Paſſion, never exer- 
eis d to make any vain Shew of Authority, but to be 
always employed ſincerely to promote the Piritual 


Welfare, and the eternal ** of Mankind. 


Thus, 


g them, ſo many Diſcan- 
tents and Factions, Wars and Rebellions have been 
ad? | 
Bur to qualify chis E pirit of Power, and to pre- | 
vent all Abuſe of it, it muſt be join d, ” 
Aal, With a Spirit of Love. oe. though ne- 
ceſſary to the Government of the World, and to the 
| ſecuring every good End and Purpoſe of Life, yer 
conſider d merely in itſelf, it falls the Mi 
thing but Dread and Suſpicion. | Even the Almighty, 
if he was not infinitely good, would be infirutely 
terrible; bur his Power, guided and directed by his 
1 Gann bs: infinitely comfortable and beneficial to 


d with no- 
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if rt Thus, for Inſtance, in the Preaching and explain- | 
„ ing the Word of God, the Spirit of Love ſhould lead 
Wh thoſe, to whom that Power is committed, not to 
[ make any vain-glorious Boaſt of their own Know- 
WU! ledge; not to pleaſe themſelves, Rom. xv. 1. and as it 
iy were, triumph over the Ignorance of their Fellow- 
5 Trreatures; but with all Gentleneſs and Meekneſs to con- 
{1 deſcend to, and bear the Infirmities of the Weak, Rom. 
xu. 1. To feed the Flock of Chriſt with Food con- 
i veenient for them; with Milk, and not with ſtrong 
1 Meat, till by reaſon of Uſe they have their Senſes ex- 
: ercisd to diſcern both Good and Evil, Heb. v. 14. 
It ſhould lead them to accommodate their Inſtructi- 
ons to the Capacities of thoſe who hear them; to 
pPropoſe the great Truths of the Goſpel, and the | 
1” © Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt in a Light, fit and pro- 2 
per, not to dazzle and confound the Sight, but to 
conduct thoſe who want it, by juſt Degrees, if God 0 
peradventure will at length give them Repentance to 
the acknowledging of the Truth, 2 . 
And as the Powers, Which Gop hath given his 
11 Church, concern the Diſpenſation of the Ordinances 
= of the Goſpel, here too they muſt be managed by 
2p pirit of Love; which will not admit of their be- 
ing abus d to withold, or confine within too narrow 
a Compaſs thoſe Bleſſings, which God hath freely 
given to all Mankind. The Spirit of Love will 7 
open the Hearts of thoſe with whom theſe Powers 
are intruſted, and make them glad on all Occaſions, 
to 
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(3) 


to uſe them to that End and Purpoſe, which God 
himſelf intended ſhould be ſervd by them, which 
was the ſpiritual Good and Benefit of all his Crea- 
tures : It will make them rejoyce to ſee Chriſt's 


Kingdom enlarged, and open the Door, not by Con- 


ſtraint, but willingly, to all thoſe who comply with 
the Terms God requires of them: Ir will teach them 
to exerciſe theſe Powers, not as the Princes of the 


Gentiles exercisd Dominion over them, Matt. xx. 25. 


not as Lords of God's Heritage, 1 Peter v. 3. but as 
Overſeers of the Flock: Not as it the Conditions of 
future Happineſs were left unſettled, and abſolutely 


a 


in their Diſpoſal; or as if they had a Power, either to 
widen the Gate which leads to Life, or to make it 
\more ſtraight and narrow than God hilf hath 


made ir. 


Laſtly, as the Making and Execution of Laws, 
for the good Government of the Church, is a Part 
of the Power God has committed to thoſe whom he 


hath ſet over it, this alſo muſt be guarded ſtrictly = 


by a spirit of Love: It was not intended to give 


them a Liberty to inſult and ryrannize over Man- 


. kind, as if God had given them abſolute Power and Do- 


minion over Men's Faith, 2 Cor. i. 24. It is not to be 


exerciſed with fle/bly Wiſdom, but employ d in Simpli- 
ty and godly Sincerity, 2 Cor. i. 12. to preſerve Peace 


and Order, and to promote and ſet forwards the Sal- 
vation of all Men. A truly Chriſtian Spirit of Love 
will naturally turn the Application of this Power to 


ba, Theſe 


ET ! 
theſe great and good Ends: It will confine it within 
it's proper Bounds, and diſpoſe thoſe who are en- 
truſted with it, to exerciſe it in all Gentleneſs and 
1 Mieekneſs, with all Long ſuffering and Patience. And 
} mt in Caſes where the Obſtinacy of Offenders neceſſarily 
| calls for Puniſhment and Correction, it will lead them 
TDioũ inflict it with Pity and Compaſſion; and in the 
higheſt Inſtance of the Effect of this Power, where 
a Member is grown ſo corrupt that it muſt needs 
be cut off to preſerve the found Parts of the Body, 
chis Spirit of Love, which will firſt lead them to try 
every more mild and gentle Method, will give them 
the moſt affectionate Wiſhes for the ſpiritual Welfare i 
of ſuch a Perſon, that the Puniſhment may have irs ; 
due Effect to the Deſtrultion of the Fleſh, and his 
Spirit be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 1 Cor. 3 
Thus this Spirit of Love is to moderate and re- 
| ſtrain that Spirit of Power, which God hath given 
to thoſe whom he hath ſet over his Church. But 
leſt it ſhould grow into Exceſs, and in that Caſe ra- 
[if ther looſen the Reins of Government too much, it 
11 muſt be accompanied it ſelf with a Spirit 
WW: _ Ewpemops, Which we tranſlate, Of a ſound Mind, i. e. 
1 „ {And under the Government of a well-regulated Zeal, 


ſhewing forth it {elf in a prudent Behaviour. As the 
Spirit of Love is to prevent all Strife and Vain Glory, 
t of a 
Fond- 


is to hinder Men from contending too much ou 


— — — — — — — — — — 
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Fondneſs for Diſputes; ſo this Spirit of well-regulated 
and prudent Zeal, is to hinder them from giving up 
every thing, and condeſcending too far out of an Af- 
fectation of Popularity. The Rulers of the Church 
are not to enter into Strifes unbecoming a Ser- 
want of the Lord, neither are they to betray the 

Truſt committed to them, nor To give place by 

Subjection, no not for an Hour, when the Truth 


of the Goſpel is concern'd, or the Continu- 


ance of it amongſt us. They are not to lock 
up the Bleſſings and Privileges of the Goſpel, 
neither are they to be laid open and proſtitut- | 
ed, without Diſtinction, to thoſe who will not, 
as well as to thoſe who will, comply with the 
Terms requird of them. In the Making and Ex- 
ecution of Laws, they are to exerciſe their Power 
with Love and good Nature; but that good Na- 
ture is to act within it's proper Bounds, and un- 
der the Direction f good Senſ mee. 
For this Purpoſe, together with the Spirit of 
Love, God hath given them this Spirit of Pru- 


dence and Zeal; which however muſt be conſtant= 


ly according to Knowledge, never all Heat and 
no Light. At is not 4 mechanical Imp ulſe . 
cher of Body or Mind, that hurries Men to eſ- 
pouſe every thing violently, and contend for Mat- 
ters of no Importance: Neither is it an over-buſie 
Vivacity and Activity, that puſhes Men into Mat- 
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ters to which ey fave no Call, and for Which 
they have no Capacity: That makes them diſregard 
Times and Seaſons, ; and think whatever is delay d, 
is loſt. 
Theſe Mi of . a warm Heads have al 
along been dangerous Friends to all Bodies, both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; and it has put the wiſeſt 
and beſt of Men to all their Skill, to compoſe the 
Diſturbances both in Church and State, that have 
been rais'd by their indiſcreet and miſtaken Zeal, 
which is very different from that o»pemopt; here men- 
tion d by the Apoſtle, which muſt be well inſtructed 
and well inform'd; muſt have the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Mankind: for it's Object; muſt 
5 endeavour to promote the one with a due Regard . 
to the other, and without running into ny Ex- 


tream, be juſtly tender of Both. 


Theſe are thoſe Qualifications 1 e 
4 which St. Paul puts Timothy in Remembrance, = 
and which he thought neceſſary to ſupport the 

Weight of that Charge which was committed to 
bim: And ſurely they are ſtill neceſſary in theſe laſt 
” Days, to the Diſcharge of the ſame Duty, which 

is attended with very near as great, if not the ſame 

Difficulties. Perſecutions indeed from the Civil Powers 
do not now fo furiouſly rage in all Places as they did in 
the Beginning of Chriſtianity: But, it is not long, 
ſince the Rulers of C Our Church underwent. the 


Trial 
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Trial of Impriſonment ; when a Spirit of Fear in 
all Probability would have pav'd the Way both to 


their own and the Church's Ruin, And 1 the late 


mad Projects and Treaſons of wicked Men had 
ſucceeded, there is no kind of Perſecution they 
might not then again have 1 They would 


then again have ſtood in necd of all their eee 


to enable them not to be aſhamed of the Teſtimony of 


| the Lord, but to be Partakers of the Aſflickions of the 
Goſpel, according to the Power of God, 2 Tim. i. 8. 
Have they not likewiſe, in the Phraſe of St. Paul, 


— Beaſts of Epheſus flill to encounter? 1 Cor. xv. 32. 


Still there are T roubles on every Side, Fightings without, 


vit hin Fears, 2 Cor. vii. 5. and the Occaſions of their 


| Duty ſtill do, and: ever will, call for a Spirit of Cou- 
frage and Reſolution to reſiſt thoſe Dangers, which — 
would be too mighty for a Spirit of Fear. 3 


Nor is it enough that they ſhould barely ws Vs ” 


Afraid or ſtand upon the defenſive only: They 


muſt iſo exert that Spirit of Power which God ach . 


given them in all the Inſtances of it. If when the 


| Governors of the Church had the Gift of Mi- 
 racles to confirm their Doctrines, it was a requiſite 


Qualification to be mighty in the Scriptures, it muſt be 


more {o, now Miracles ſeem to be ceas d, and Men = 


are 70 believe Hough: they have 1 not ſeen. 


It 
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If the Church as it was at firſt conſtituted, 
ſtill continues to bea Society, it is certainly ſtill equally 
neceſſary that there ſhould be a Power of admitting 
| Members into it; of preſerving them in their Chri- 
ſtian Fellowſhip, by communicating to them the Be- 
nefits and Privileges of the Goſpel : In a Word, of 
doing every Thing that is neceſſary, and of perpetu- 
al Uſe to the Maintenance and Continuance of chat 
: Society. 
And have not the preſent weten of the Church 
of Chriſt as much Occaſion as ever for a Spirit of 
Rule and Government, to hinder the Wolves from 
entring in, ſcattering and devouring the Flock ? For 
a Power of ejecting {uch as are unruly, leſt they ſhould 
withdraw others alſo from their Obedience to thola 
who have the Rule over them? 
But it is likewiſe as requiſite now as ever, that this 7 
Spirit of Power ſhould be guided and moderated by a 
| Spirit of Love, ſince ſo great a Part of the Chriſtian ” 
Church, nay that which arrogates to it {elf the Name 


of the Whole, ſeem not to know what Spirit they are 


of, and breath forth nothing but a Spirit of Strife and 


Envy, Hatred and Perſecution; who would, if it were 


in their Power, command Fire to come down from Hea- 

wen, as, when it is in their Power they kindle their 

Flames here on Earth, to conſume thoſe who will not 
ſubmit to their uſurped Authority, ſwallow their 
. monſtrous Doctrines, and 3 themſelves with 


5 their | 
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3 their Idolatries. Surely then it is Time to ſhew, _ 
that all have not fo learn'd Chriſt : It is now, if it 
ever was, a moſt proper Seaſon for the Servant of 
the Lord to be gentle, and to ſhew Meekneſs unto all 
Men, that the Honour of our peaceable Religion may 
be vindicated, and that they of the contrary Part 
may le aſhamd. It becomes the Governors of the 
Church to ſhew themſelves/ genuine Diſciples of him 
that came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave 
them, and true Succeſlors to thoſe Apoſtles, who be- 
came all io all, that they might ſave ſome; to pre- EE 
ſerve what has all along been the peculiar Character 
of the Church of England, and make it known to all 
Men that we are truly Chriſt's Diſciples, becauſe we 
3 another. 5 5 ; # . EE I 
 _ Lafily, What a Spirit of Prudence, what Dexterity 
is requiſite to manage the endleſs and groundleſs Scruples 
of the Weak 2 What Patience to ſupport and anſwer 
with Gentleneſs the peeviſh Objections of the Separatiſt 2 
What Vigilance to obviate the Wiles of the . 
nemies of all Eſtabliſhments? who, under the ſpecious 
Pretence of Liberty, would introduce Confuſion and 
every evil Work. The whole Armour of God muſt 
be put on to ſtop the Inſults of the Libertine, the 5 
aunts of the Scoffer, che Impieties and Blaſpaemis 
of the Prophane. No other Wiſdom, but that which — | 
is from above, can be {ſufficient for theſe Things: We | 
| are therefore to addreſs our {elves to the Author and | 
| eh - EE * 


C0}: 55 
Giver of every good and perfect Gift, to the Father of 
Lights, that he would give his Grace and heavenly 
Benediction to all that are call d to any Office and Ad- 
miniſtration in the Church of God, that they may 
both by their Life and Doctrine ſet forth his Glory, 
and {et forward the Salvation of all Men, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ib whom with the Father — 
and the Holy Ghoft be aſcrib'd all Power, Praiſe, Might, | 
Majefly and Dominion, now and for ever. Amen. | 


* R 
4 
. 
- 
« 
= 
n 
. A 
a 
* * 
5 
— 
PF 
c 
* 
2 » 4 
» 5 
. 
* * 
. 
1 
> 
1 k 
8 
2 4 
* 
» 
= . 
8 
Ly 4 
. 
_ wee, * 1 * * ” 7 — CSR _ pn N 5 
: N 10 8 5 * "TM — K 24 2 * . 1 K N Pa . 
< Pr. 8 OL ng * — FE I - * 2 50 5 FP 4 yy FP . 8 3 8 


